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OUR VISION 	 Create a community where every animal matters.
OUR MISSION	 Through passionate collaboration with our community,
	 we transform the lives of animals.

Like many others in our community, two-
year-old Athena’s life was disrupted as 
our community experienced the full brunt 
of nature’s fury last fall. This sweet pup 
arrived at our shelter in early October, 
caught between the chaos of Hurricanes 
Helene and Milton. 

Surrendered by a woman whose home had been 
devastated by Helene, Athena was displaced, 
along with so many others who found themselves 
struggling in the storms’ aftermath.

When Athena first came to us, the shelter was 
overflowing, with more than 400 animals under 
our care. Our Education Center had been quickly 
converted into temporary housing, and Athena 
found herself in a large crate, a necessary solution 
amidst the surge of intakes. Though it was less than 
ideal, the warmth and safety of our shelter was all 
Athena needed to settle in. 

In just a few days, our veterinary team performed 
Athena’s spay surgery and monitored her closely 
for any signs of distress. Her sweet demeanor 
captured the hearts of everyone around her, from 
the veterinary staff to the volunteers. She reveled 
in belly rubs and back scratches. 

In a heartwarming twist, a member of our own 
team decided to give her the forever home she so 
deserved. Together, they moved into a beautiful 
new home, starting fresh in the new year. Athena’s 
journey, from the wreckage of the storms to 
the comfort of a loving home, is a testament to 
resilience, compassion, and the joy that a second 
chance can bring.

Ways to support the animals…

9099 130th Avenue North 
Largo, FL 33773 
727.586.3591

Visit the Animals’ Wish List on our website. Enhance the 
lives of the animals at our shelter by donating items from our 
Wish List. Visit our website spcatampabay.org/wish-list to 
see what we need. We accept donations Wed. – Fri. 1 p.m. –  
6 p.m. and Sat. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Can’t make it out to the shelter? Visit Chewy.com and 
shop our Wish List on their website. 

Storm Victim’s Second Chance at a Forever Home

Be a Hero for Animals of All Kinds Leave a Legacy  
That LastsSPCA Tampa Bay is 

committed to caring 
for all animals — no 
matter their age, size, 
or species. From dogs 
and cats to farm 
animals to rabbits … 
each critter comes to 
us with unique needs, 
like Maddie the rabbit.

Maddie came to  
SPCA Tampa Bay in 
December 2023. She 
was diagnosed with 
ear mites – which are highly contagious and uncomfortable for 
bunnies. After successful treatment, Maddie was adopted by her 
foster family, with whom she has happily spent the last two years! This 
spunky bunny spends her days exploring her home, playing with her 
cat siblings, and enjoying fresh banana treats. Her adoptive dad is her 
favorite, and they have a very special bond. 

Our monthly donors make it possible for us to provide consistent, 
specialized care for every animal that needs our help. We call this 
incredible group of loyal supporters our 
Humanimality Heroes. A monthly gift to SPCA 
Tampa Bay is truly life-changing for furry friends 
like Maddie. 

Become a Humanimality Hero today and help 
us transform the lives of animals all year long!

A planned gift from your estate 
will allow SPCA Tampa Bay to 
transform the lives of animals 
long into the future.

One powerful way to leave an 
enduring legacy is to designate 
SPCA Tampa Bay as a charitable 
beneficiary of assets such as life 
insurance policies, IRAs, and 
other retirement accounts. 
These assets bypass probate  
and go directly to the named 
beneficiary or beneficiaries. That 
saves time and legal costs and 
maximizes the impact of your gift 
to the people and causes you 
care deeply about.

You can name multiple 
beneficiaries, which means  
you can provide for your loved 
ones and still make a lifesaving 
difference for local animals 
through a legacy gift to SPCA 
Tampa Bay.

To learn more, please call 
(727) 581-3249.



As the community’s only open-
admission animal shelter, SPCA 
Tampa Bay is uniquely 
positioned to identify the needs 
of pet owners who are 
struggling to keep their beloved 
animals. In reviewing our intake 
records, we discovered a recurring theme in the reasons 
why pets were being surrendered: financial hardship and 
housing instability. Many pet owners simply couldn’t 
afford the basics—food, vaccines, and parasite 
prevention—for their pets.

What we found wasn’t a surprise, but it certainly fueled 
our determination to make a difference. We responded 
by expanding our Pebbles Pet Food Bank, adding two 
new satellite locations at Pasadena Community Church 
in St. Petersburg and Hope Villages in Clearwater. In 
2024, we distributed over 30,000 pounds of pet food to 
feed more than 9,000 pets, ensuring that families could 
keep their pets healthy and at home. 

We also expanded our services to include monthly 
vaccine and microchip clinics at our Largo shelter. Our 
very first clinic saw over 100 registrations just hours 
after being posted, a clear indication of how great the 
need is in our community. By hosting these clinics 
each month, we will provide lifesaving vaccines to 
over 600 pets this year.  

This year, consider making a gift we can count on all year 
long. Our Humanimality Heroes’ monthly giving ensures 
we can meet the needs of the more than 4,000 homeless 
pets who come to our shelter each year in need of a new 
home. Scan the QR code to learn more about this 
lifesaving program to support SPCA Tampa Bay. 

With gratitude, 

 
 
Martha Boden, CAWA 
CEO

Penelope the Pig, an 
Adventure from Intake  
to Adoption 

SPCA Tampa Bay Community 
Programs Help Pet Owners 
Keep Their Pets

Penelope, a beloved 250-pound favorite among staff 
and volunteers, made a memorable departure from 
campus after she was adopted.

At 9 years old, Penelope had been searching for a 
new family after her previous owner moved to a 
neighborhood that wasn’t zoned for farm animals. 
For four months, she was a fixture on our campus, 
winning everyone over with her cheerful trot, loving 
nature, and undeniable charm.

While Penelope adored the company of people and 
had an undeniable affection for her favorite puddles, 
there was one thing she was decidedly not fond of: a 
harness. So, moving her from the farm area to the 
truck that would carry her to her new home became 
an event in itself. It took a team of nine dedicated 
staff members, along with her new mom, to help 
coax her along. Together, they created a circle of 
encouragement, each person holding Penelope’s 
favorite treats to gently persuade her toward the 
truck. There were plenty of stops and starts, but 
eventually, Penelope seemed to understand the 
journey ahead.

After some patience and persistence, she settled 
into the truck, ready for the next chapter of her life. 
Penelope will now join fellow pet pigs Pickle and 
Pebbles, who were both adopted from SPCA Tampa 
Bay in 2023. 

At a recent staff meeting, all eyes turned away from the 
speaker when T-Rex, a spirited white pit bull mix, made his 
grand entrance. With a playful bump of his large frame 
against the chairs, he eagerly sought out his new dad, Matt, 
our videographer. T-Rex is just one of many animals 
adopted by SPCA Tampa Bay staff members, who have 
given forever homes to cats, dogs, ferrets, reptiles, and even 
an Angelfish. This reflects how we truly live our mission—
not only at the shelter but in our own homes as well.

Here are just a few of our staff with their alumni pets. We 
asked them what they love most about their best friend. 

MATT, VIDEOGRAPHER, WITH HIS WIFE  
TRACEY AND THEIR ALUMNI T-REX

HEATHER, VETERINARY TECHNICIAN,  
WITH HER TWO ALUMNI BLADE AND LINUS. 

JEN, DIRECTOR OF PHILANTHROPY, 
WITH HER ALUMNI PIRATE

DIANA, DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT 
OPERATIONS, WITH HER ALUMNI HAZEL

ANITA, MISSIONS PROGRAM  
MANAGER, WITH HER ALUMNI 
LASAGNA

SPCA Tampa Bay Alumni Livin’ Large with Staff

“I love T-Rex because he’s 

“�What I love most about Blade are 
his 

“�What I love most 
about Lasagna is how

OUTGOING AND SO  
FRIENDLY TO EVERYONE, 

snuggles and zoomies!

prance when he greets me!

social she is 
wit h people!

even after all that he’s  
been through.”

What I love most about Linus is his

“�What I like most  
about my kitty, Pirate, is 

when I pick 
her up, and 
she actually 

My dogs are 
much too big!”

the way she purrs

fits in 
my lap.

“�What I love the most  
about Hazel is her 
sweet, quirky 
personality.
She wins the hearts of 
everyone she meets!”


