


Engaged. Powerful. Joyful. Optimistic. These upbeat adjectives were just a few 
that described the recent gathering of SPCA Tampa Bay’s Women’s Annual 
Giving Society, or W.A.G.S. Our newly revitalized and renamed giving circle 
celebrates empowering women through philanthropy and volunteerism. This 
past March, we came together for the first time in person! Laughter, creative 
ideas, and inspiration filled the room, as members shared their passion and 
reasons for joining. The energy in the room was palpable. 

While many members come from different fields and backgrounds, there was 
already a cohesive, inclusive feeling, even though many of the members were 

meeting for the first time. The women shared openly about what attracted them to W.A.G.S, and while the 
responses varied, all were rooted in a deep love of animals and a desire to make a difference.

This fall, W.A.G.S. members will vote on which shelter program will benefit from their time, talent, and 
fundraising. With our spirited Volunteer Manager Colleen Cherry at the helm, I can’t wait to see what this 
enterprising group of women can do to enrich the lives of animals throughout our community.  

        Thoughtfully, 

        Martha Boden, CEO

W.A.G.S. engages women through 
philanthropy and volunteerism 

From Martha’s desk

Loyal SPCA Tampa Bay supporters since 2016, Susan and Michael have 
grown their involvement over the years. It all started after they adopted 
their sweet chihuahua Lilly from our Largo shelter back in 2015. Lilly 
suffered a medical emergency before being surrendered to SPCA Tampa 
Bay. Once she arrived, our team was able to remove a badly damaged eye 
and help her on the road back to health. For Susan and Michael, it was love 
at first sight. They say she’s changed their lives in so many positive ways, 
they wanted to paw it forward. 

After making their first gift, they quickly set up a recurring monthly gift, helping them make a more 
meaningful impact on the animals we serve. The ease and cadence of monthly giving worked well for 
them, so in 2021, they doubled the donation they make each month. In addition to that monthly gift, 
Susan and Michael support programs like our Caldwell Keeping Families Together Fund, Pet Walk, and 
the Paw It Forward Fund Drive. Plus, you’ll find them here volunteering as dog walkers for a few hours 
every Sunday morning!

Donors’ monthly gift provides steady 
support to transform the lives of animals



You gave Spunkey a second chance late in life. Spunkey arrived, like many 
seniors, in need of medical intervention to help him get healthy before 
finding him a new home. Spunkey was in our care for three months. His 
most visible issue, a blueberry-sized cyst on his chin, turned out to be 
harmless. But Spunkey was overweight and battling an ear infection, so 
our medical team started him on a regimen of medication and a low-
calorie food. Spunkey made it to the adoption floor, a little over one 
pound lighter. But after a couple of days, he showed symptoms of an 
upper respiratory infection, so he was isolated and treated. 

When Spunkey was again cleared to go up for adoption, the medical team decided he would benefit from 
some extra TLC and, to prevent reinfection, continued isolation from the other cats on campus. This meant 
Spunkey earned a swanky, on-campus foster option – our reception office! Spunkey spent over a month as 
a member of our reception team, greeting shelter visitors and sleeping right in the reception office. A photo 
of him was posted in our Cat Adoption hallway, inviting visitors to meet the senior kitty in his special spot. 
For Spunkey’s new owner, it was love at first sight! Spunkey finally went to his fur-ever home after 95 days 
on our campus. 

BROOKE ALWAYS DREAMED OF WORKING WITH  
PETS. After spending 20 years in the world of data analytics 
and product marketing, Brooke was looking to make a drastic 
career change. Always fascinated by the ‘why’ behind dog 
behavior, Brooke dove into training manuals, excited by how 
much science went into dog training. Today, Brooke is a certified 
fear-free animal trainer and owner of Mind Body Paws, where 
she leads pets and owners through reward-based training. She is 
officially “living the dream,” and she recently joined SPCA Tampa 
Bay’s W.A.G.S., aka Women’s Annual Giving Society, to engage 
with fellow dog lovers and business owners.  

“W.A.G.S. unites women leaders in support of animal welfare,” 
Brooke shared. “Together we make a difference in our local 
community through service.” Each year, W.A.G.S. members will 
choose a program at SPCA Tampa Bay to support by raising 
funds and building community awareness. For more information 
on W.A.G.S., contact Colleen Cherry on the Largo campus at 
ccherry@spcatampabay.org. 

W.A.G.S. member shares her passion for pets 

A sweet senior gains a new home for 
his twilight years




