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OUR VISION 	 Create a community where every animal matters.
OUR MISSION	 Through passionate collaboration with our community,
	 we transform the lives of animals.

At SPCA Tampa Bay, our steady 
community support makes it 
possible for us to help all homeless 
pets, even when they arrive with 
complicated and costly medical 
needs. Blade came to us with a large open 
wound on his side; he’d been attacked 
by a housemate during mealtime. Blade’s 
owners asked us to treat his wounds and 
find Blade a new home. 

We started with a medical exam so we 
could get Blade on pain medication. His 
rapid breathing and inability to settle down 
were understandable once we got a look at 
the infected wound on his side. What had 
started as a small bite 
wound was now an open 
sore full of infection and 
spreading to healthy 
tissue. Blade was in for a 
long recovery. 

Blade underwent 
surgery to remove the 
dead tissue and ended 
up with an open wound 
the size of a dessert 
plate on his small frame. We needed a foster 
volunteer who could bring Blade in often for wound 
care. Drawn in by Blade’s sweet temperament, one 

of our vet technicians stepped up to provide Blade 
a temporary home while he healed. 

As so often happens with long-term fosters, Blade 
became a member of the family, and they decided 
to make it permanent through adoption. By the 
time Blade’s wound had healed completely, he had 
a new home and a new family. 

Ways to support the animals…

9099 130th Avenue North 
Largo, FL 33773 
727.586.3591

Visit the Animals’ Wish List on our website. Enhance the 
lives of the animals at our shelter by donating items from our 
Wish List. Visit our website spcatampabay.org/wish-list to 
see what we need. We accept donations Wed. – Fri. 1 p.m. –  
6 p.m. and Sat. – Sun. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Can’t make it out to the shelter? Visit Chewy.com and 
shop our Wish List on their website. 

Pet Feature: Blade, foster turned family! 

A Family Tradition is Making 
Twice the Difference 

Shelter Wish List
If you want to help the homeless pets on our campus while they wait 
for a new home, check out our Wish List at spcatampabay.org. There 
are a few items we use every day, all year long, like towels, sheets, light 
blankets and newspapers. You can also check out our list on Chewy.com,  
purchase items for us and have them shipped right to the shelter!

“I love the matching 
campaigns, it gives me the 
chance to do twice the good 
for the animals,” Robyn Dalton 
said. Robyn is carrying on a family 
tradition by donating to SPCA 
Tampa Bay, and by caring for her 
mother’s cat YoYo. “We always had pets in the home, and my parents 
loved SPCA Tampa Bay,” Robyn shared. “I came to love it, too, as I 
visited each year with mom.” After her mother passed, Robyn began 
visiting each year and making a gift from her beneficiary IRA to honor 
her mom’s memory. Robyn also donates her time and supplies to 
SPCA Tampa Bay. There are always bags of paper rolls, towels and 
supplies in Robyn’s trunk that she collects regularly from her friends 
and neighbors. On a recent visit to drop off a donation of supplies, 
Robyn saw a banner advertising our match campaign. “This will be the 
first year I am making a gift from my own IRA,” Robyn said, “And I saw 
the match and thought, ‘perfect timing!’” Consider making twice the 
difference this holiday season with a gift to SPCA Tampa Bay’s Day 
of Giving, November 14th. 
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As the community’s only 
For All animal shelter, 
SPCA Tampa Bay is 
uniquely positioned to 
identify what pet owners 
need to help them keep 
their pets. We reviewed 
our Intake records and 
noted the unmet needs 
owners cited most often 
as the reason they were 
surrendering a pet. 

What we discovered 
wasn’t a surprise. People 
are struggling financially, and Florida remains in a housing 
crisis. Pet owners needed the basics — food, vaccines and 
parasite prevention. First, we tackled food insecurity. We 
expanded our Pebbles Pet Food Bank to include two new 
satellite locations in St. Petersburg and Clearwater. We 
joined two operating human food banks and served over a 
thousand families in three months. As pet owners thanked 
us for the food, the tears in their eyes conveyed how much it 
meant to go home with food for every member of the 
family, including their dog or cat.  

We are also hosting regular vaccine and microchip clinics at 
our Largo shelter. One of our first clinics had over 100 
registrations just hours after it was posted, confirming how 
great the need is in our community. Our Grooming Clinic 
was a first in our industry. You know that feeling you get as 
you leave the salon with a great cut? We can confirm, dogs 
get it too! We saw the clean, freshly trimmed dogs prancing 
beside their owners to return home.

Your support enabled thousands of pet owners to receive 
life-saving services for their furry family members this year. 
Pledge your continued support during our annual Day of 
Giving on November 14th, and your gift will be doubled by 
our sponsors! Mark your calendar and tune in to see 
firsthand how you changed lives at SPCA Tampa Bay in 2024. 

With gratitude, 

 
 
Martha Boden, CAWA 
CEO

“We have a mom and 11 puppies born on Thanksgiving 
that need newborn foster care.” When the call from 
Franklin County came in the Monday following 
Thanksgiving, your support ensured we could say “yes.” 
Our Transfer Coordinator was quickly on her way to pick 
up Pumpkin, her puppies and a few other dogs the small, 
rural shelter was unable to house. 

Pumpkin and her brood were checked out by our 
medical team and went right into foster care. Families 
who volunteer their time and their home to give puppies 

Spring is an active time for Florida 
wildlife, which means more injured  
and orphaned creatures coming to  
our Largo campus in need. Your support 
ensures we have everything necessary to help 
vulnerable creatures heal and grow strong before 
returning to their wild homes. 

Our Wildlife 
Rehabilitation and 
Release program has 
six full-time 
employees, three  
of whom are 
state-certified 
rehabilitators. We 
care for small 
mammals like 
squirrels, opossums 
and rabbits, and 
birds, including blue 
jays, mockingbirds, 
woodpeckers and 
doves. Our team trained last year to add reptile care, 
including shell repair for turtles, to our wildlife 
services. In 2023, we successfully rehabilitated and 
released 667 animals.

Caring for Florida’s 
colorful creatures 

SPCA Tampa Bay Community 
Programs Help Pet Owners 
Keep Their Pets

Attentive staff ensure Jimmy gets a shot at a new home 
Jimmy was having trouble with his litter box. He wasn’t 
getting it all outside the box, but he wasn’t getting it all 
inside either. It’s a deterrent for adopters to have to litter 
train an adult cat, so we were eager to help Jimmy do 
better. Our staff and volunteers spread the word, “Try to 
catch Jimmy in the act!” For a few days, Jimmy had an 
audience anytime he scratched his litter. 

What did they see? Turns out, Jimmy is just a bit too big 
and clumsy to be neat when using an open litter box. 

Pumpkin’s Puppies, A Holiday Rescue 

care for their first two months provide an invaluable 
service. It’s a 24-hour-a-day commitment, especially in  
the early weeks of care. 

The puppies came back to the shelter every two weeks 
for weight checks, deworming and the start of their 
vaccinations. At 2 months old, all the puppies and mom 
returned to the shelter for spay/neuter surgeries. Within 
days of going up for adoption, Pumpkin and all 11 of her 
puppies had new homes. 

What’s the solution? A 
completely enclosed litter 
box! We provided Jimmy 
with his very own 
enclosed litter box, and 
he used it every time. 
Problem solved. Jimmy’s 
new litter box went with 
him to his new home. 


